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. The Afrlcan clawed frog {Xenopus Laevis Laevis} is a smooth
_“jwsklnneda brownish amphibian characterized by a flattened bo
- and-heads 'sIender fingers and large. fully-wabbed hind feet.
- The three innermost: toes of each hind foot are capped with
. hard+ cornified- structures lcosely re-

* ferred t6 as "claws.™ ~ Adult females may reach
_flve 1”Ches'jﬁﬁij_

The African clawed frog is
one of four animals clas-
sified as deleterious {har
Tul}l exotic species x he-
cause of the potential thr
i1t poses to Washington's

native wildlife- Along w:
the walking catfish, the n
goose and the grass carp-
clawed frog has been outl:
in Washington. It is a a
inal violation.to possess
import any live specimens.

Although the African claws

N frog was widely used throt
' rfﬂ??“‘“out the world during the'l
and 1940 s as an experimental animal in pregnancy testing ir
hunans. it has no scientific value today. The clawed frog i
recently been found in pet shops here in major metropolitan
areas- angd Game Department staff suspect that large numbers
frogs may be present in household aquariums. The Department
of Game is asking people who own or who have knowledge of
cuners of clawad frogs to turn them in at the nearest Depart
ment of Game office. No citations will be issued to citizer
voluntarily bringing African clawed frogs to a Game Department offlce-_
Biologists' cancerns over the AfPlCdn clawed frog are based on the 1nsatlab1e appetite
the frogs. their adaptability to a wide range of habitats and their reproductive capaci
While these factors are common in natures they are generally held in check. by other nat
forces such as predators. disease. climate. etc.. thus menlmlzlng problems created by ¢
particular species. Deleterious exotic’ spec;es have few or none of these built-in nati
checks. and they can Iltcrally explode into a mushrrooming population that reduces or el
inates native wildlife species. To guard against such a situation. the Department of f
has taken the precautionary step of declaring illegal the pn ;session o importation of
Afrlcan clawed frogs and other deleterloas spec1es‘ : '

Tha following 1nfchmatloﬂw culled from dECudEa of sc1ent1f1c and case stud1es= illustra
the poiential threat of thess EYOtIC an1mals-
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‘Food Habifts: Gluttbn—likﬁﬂféeding7habits=611607fpﬁ_éﬁ¢ce$3fﬁifiﬁtroduéfibn to virtually

rany habitat. As tadpoles*%héjﬁfriééh*élawedjfrbgéifeedhonjmicbdorganismsn while as

larvaes small fish and other: amphibians.. including native'
The African clawed frog makes @ poor pet becausa’ i active
prey and will eat gquarigm_fiéh; Lo

adults they will eat virtually éverything{~ihclﬁging=“Cﬁayfish{_atquatic i

Adaptability: Afﬁicah'éigﬁéd'frogsnllve en;irQ}yfuhdé;%ff_
facing only to breathe} anqrcénjtolgrate‘a"yéb?fwidé”réngeti -
temperaturesy they can aléo'tdleratE“h-high;degﬁee;gf;;_;;{; N

Like the walking catfish. the frog will migrate to®
- threatened or when breeding areas dry“ip. ~“The
also estivate. or move underground to cooler:
and live in a state similar to suspendec

Reproductive Capacity: This species ¢a
maturity in as little as one year. and
takes more than two years. . Since:
frog species require three to four
reach sexual maturity. the African -
frog prabably outproduces most =
American frogs and can grow faster -
native species. Coupled with their | .
habit of devouring tadpoles of other™ -
the Afrfcan clawed frog can effectively *
petition for space and food from other -
American frogs. S 3

Sketch of Zef% ﬁiﬁ&}}bof. Note the
| thivce e tove amed with olavs

nsects and
frog species.

" 1y pursues

water {sur-

of water

water salinity.
new areas when

- ¢lawed frog can

damper subsoil
animation.

reach sexual
it never
native
yaars to
clawed
native
than tha
predacious
frog specie
limit com-
native

What can you do? Turn in repoﬁ%s;df Afriééﬁgéiéﬁed fbogé to the nearest office of the
Department of Game. If you do'not live near a Game Department office. call 1 - a00 -

5k2 - 5keb to report violations'onlyq;-
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